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Amendments to (he Claims; 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical* computer control means to store a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, said computer control means 
selecting the pill dispensers dispensing the pharmaceuticals specilkd in said stored prescriptions 
and controlling the selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out and dispense pills, said 
computer control means stopping each pill dispenser from counting out and dispensing pills 
when the number of pills specified iti the corresponding prescription have been counted out and 
dispensed, a plurality of upper hoppers, one for each of said pill dispensers, positioned to receive 
pills counted out and dispensed by said pill dispensers, a plurality of lower hoppers one for each 
of said upper hoppers, said computer control means releasing pills from an upper hopper into the 

• corresponding lower hoppers afler the pills ofa prescription have been dispensed into such upper 
hopper, said computer means selectively permitting the release of pills from said lower hoppers 
into prescription containers. 

2. (Original) An article dispensing system comprising; 

a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed; 
a first buffer chamber having an oiitlct and an out let door; 
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means for counting and advancing articles from the supply hopper to said firsi buffer 
chamber; 

firsi means for moving said outlet door to release the articles from said first buffer 
chamber in response to a first predetermined condition; 

a second buffer chamber for receiving articles from said first buffer chamber, said second 
buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door; and 

second means for moving said door of said second butter chamber to release the articles 
from said second buffer chamber in response to a second predetermined condition, 

3. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, wherein said second means will 
not move the outlet door of said second buffer chamber lo release the articles from said second 
buffer chamber until after verification by machine reading of a bar-coded prescription on a 
receptacle for receiving the articles, 

4. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, wherein said second means 
comprises means for moving said outlet door of said second buffer chamber lo release the 
articles from said second buffer chamber in response to the presence of a receptacle at an outlet 
snout. 

5. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 2, further comprising a cabinet 
having a rear wall, wherein said supply hopper is positioned inside said cabinet, said rear wall 
has an opening for providing access to said supply hopper, the article dispensing system further 
comprising a security door movably mounted on said rear wall, said security door being movable 
between a first position, in which said security door covers said opening, and a second position, 
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in which said security door uncovers said opening, and locking means for preventing movement 
of said door from its first position. 

6. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 5, further comprising means for 
disabling said locking means, so thai said security door can be moved out of said first posit ion. 

7. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 6, wherein said actuating disabling 
means comprises a bar code reader. 

S, (Original) An article dispensing system comprising: 

a plurality of article dispensing subsystems each including 

a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed; 

a first buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door; 

means for counting and advancing articles from the supply hopper to said first buffer 
chamber; 

■ 

first means for moving said outlet door to release the articles from said first buffer 
chamber in response to a first predetermined condition; 

a second buffer chamber for receiving articles from said first buffer chamber, said second 
buffer chamber having an outlet and an outlet door, and 

second means for moving said door of said second buffer chamber to release the articles 
from said second buffer chamber in response to a second predetermined condition. 
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9. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 8, wherein each ofa plurality of the 
article dispensing subsystems contains pills different from pills contained by other article 
dispensing subsystems, and the article dispensing system further comprises means for actuating 
the article counting and advancing means of one of the subsystems in response to a prescription, 
means for printing a corresponding bar-coded prescription label, and means for indicating the 
location ofa container suitable lo hold the prescription. 

10. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 9, farther comprising machine 
means for reading the bar-coded label and wherein said second means will not move the door of 
said second buffer chamber to release the pills until after verification by reading of the bar-coded 
label by the reading means. 

1 1 . (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 10, wherein each of the article 
dispensing systems includes an outlet snout through which the pills are dispensed to a receptacle, 
and an indicator associated with each snout, the article dispensing system further comprising 
means for actuating the indicator of the snout through which the pills arc to be dispensed. 

12. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 9, wherein said means for printing 
a bar-coded label comprises means for printing a series of bar-coded labels, each label being 
associated with a prescription to be filled, Ihc article dispensing system further comprising means 
responsive to the presence ofa receptacle at the outlet snout through which a current prescription 
is being filled. 

1 3. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 8, further comprising a cabinet, 
having a rear wall, wherein each of said supply hoppers is positioned inside said cabinet, said 
rear wall has a plurality of openings, each said opening provides access to a respective one of 
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said supply hoppers, .said rear wall also has a plurality of security doors, each said security door 
is associated with a respective one of said openings and is movable between a first position, in 
which said security door covers said opening, and a second position, in which said security door 
uncovers said opening, and the article dispensing system further comprises locking means for 
preventing movement of said security doors from their first positions, and means for disabling 
said locking means of one of said security doors in response to the machine reading of a bar- 
coded label on a supply container of pills. 

14. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 1 3, further comprising an indicator 
associated with each of said security doors, and means for actuating one of said indicators in 
response to the machine reading of a bar-coded label on a supply container of pills. 

1 5. (Original) The article dispensing system of claim 10, further comprising a first bank 
of outlet snouts, each associated with one of said article dispensing subsystems, positioned on 
one side of said machine means for reading the bar-coded label, a second bank of outlet snouts, 
each associated with one of said article dispensing subsystems, positioned on an opposite side of 
said machine means for reading the label, an indicator associated with each bank of outlet snouts, 
and means for actuating the indicator of the bank at which the pills required by the bar-coded 
label are to be dispensed. 

1 6. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills and for selecting the pill dispensers 
dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions and controlling the selected 
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pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill dispensers and sequentially 
dispense said counted pi I Is, said computer control means ibr stopping each pill dispenser from 
counting out and dispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding 
prescription have been counLed out and dispensed, and label means [to produce] for producing 
prescription container labels, said computer control means for causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
[wherein] and said label means [produces] for producing said prescription labels one at a time 
and will not produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a 
preceding prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

1 7. (Original) An automated dispensing system as recited in claim 1 6, wherein a 
plurality of output hoppers are provided, one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills 
counted out and dispensed by said pill dispensers, said computer control means including means 
to selectively permit the release ofthe pills from said output hoppers into prescription pill 
containers, 

1 8. (Original) An automated prescription dispensing system as recited in claim 16. 
wherein signalling means are provided for each of said pill dispensers to call an operator's 
attention to such pill dispenser when such indicating means is activated, said computer control 
means being responsive to said stored prescriptions to select and activate one of said indicating 
means. 

19. (Amended) An automated prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged pill dispensers, each operable to count out and dispense pills of a different 
pharmaceutical, computer control means for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
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different pharmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills and for selecting the pill dispensers 
dispensing the pharmaceuticals specified in said stored prescriptions and for controlling the 
selected pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills from said pill dispensers and 
sequentially dispense said counted pills, said computer control means jbr stopping each pill 
dispenser from counting out and dispensing pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have been counted out and dispensed, a plurality of output hoppers 
one for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counted out and dispensed by said pill 
dispensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said computer control 
means including means [to selectively permit] for selectively permitt ing the release of the pills 
from said output hoppers through the corresponding output snouts, said output snouts being 
arranged in at least one row and defining an aisle extending adjacent to and parallel to said row 
to permit an operator to have case of access to pills dispensed through said snouts. 

20. (Original) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a supply hopper for a plurality of articles to be 
dispensed, means for counting out and dispensing articles from a selected supply hopper, said 
system including a cabinet having a rear wall and a front side wall wherein the supply hoppers 
arc positioned inside said cabinet, said dispensing subsystems dispensing said articles from said 
front side > said rear wall having a plurality of openings, each of said openings providing access 
to a respective one of said supply hoppers, said rear wall also having a plurality of security 
doors, each of said security doors being associated with a respective one of said openings and 
being movable between a first position in which said security door covers said opening and a 
second position in winch said security door uncovers said opening* the article dispensing system 
further comprising locking means for preventing movement of said security doors from their first 
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positions, and means for disabling said locking means of one of said security doors in response 
to the machine reading of a bar coded label on the supply container of articles to be dispensed by 
the article dispensing system. 

21 . (Amended) A pharmaceutical pill dispensing system comprising a plurality of pill 
dispensers each operable to store a plurality of pills to be dispensed in a supply hopper and to 
simultaneously count out and sequentially dispense pills from the corresponding supply hopper, 
computer control means for selecting one of said dispensers and for operating the selected 
dispensers to count out and dispense a preselected number ofpills, said computer control means 
for maintaining a hopper quantity for each of said dispensers representing the number ofpills in 
the hopper of such dispenser and for reducing the hopper quantity of each dispenser by the 
preselected number counted out by such dispenser when the selected dispenser is caused to count 
out the preselected number ofpills, said computer control means including means [to provide] 
for nro vidinu an indication to an operator when the hopper quantity of one of said dispensers 
falls below a predetermined minimum, and means [to increase] for increasing the hopper 
quantity for each dispenser when pills are added to the supply hopper or such dispenser by the 
number ofpills added to the supply hopper or a corresponding pill dispenser. 

22. (Original) An automated pill dispensing system as recited in claim 21, wherein said 
means to increase said hopper quantity includes a bar code reader to read a bar code on a bulk 
supply container ofpills to be added to the supply hopper ora given pill dispenser. 

23. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions employing a plurality of adjacently 
arranged pill dispensers operable to count out and dispense pills and employing a computer to 
control the operation of said dispensers comprising the steps of storing a supply ofpills of a 
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different pharmaceutical in each said pill dispensers, storing a plurality of prescriptions to be 
Tilled in a memory of said computer, said prescriptions each containing the identification of a 
pharmaceutical pill lo be dispensed and a prescribed number of pills, programming said 
computer to select the pill dispensers storing the pills identified by prescriptions stored in said 
computer memory, and operating the selected dispensers lo simultaneously count out and 
dispense the prescribed number of pills in response lo the prescriptions stored in said memory, 
receiving the pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upper hopper, releasing 
the pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopper when the counting and 
dispensing by the corresponding dispenser has been completed, positioning vials to receive pills 
from the lower hoppers which have received pills, and releasing pills from the lower output 
hoppers into said vials. 

24. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions s recited in claim 23 further 
comprising printing a label for each of the prescriptions stored in said memory of said computer, 
said label containing the prescription information of the prescriptions stored in the memory of 
said computer, applying the printed labels to prescription vials and filling the labeled prescription 
vials with the pills counted out and dispensed by said selected dispensers, 

25. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 24 wherein the 
sequence of printing a label, applying the label to a vial and receiving pills into a labeled vial are 
carried out for one prescription at a time. 

26. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 23 wherein the 
pills arc released from the lower hoppers into prescription vials one vial at a time. 
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27. (Original) A method of dispensing prescriptions as recited in claim 24 further 
comprising printing a bar code on each prescription label representing a prescription number 
identifying the corresponding prescription and verifying the prescription number with a bar code 
reader before filling the labeled vial with pills, 

28. (New) A n ope rator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including means, rcsponsivclv connected to and controlling said plurality of 
pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharm aceutical in pill 
form and a number of pills, and for s elect in g said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills 
specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions an d for controlling said plurality of pill 
cUspcn.scrs _lo simultaneously count out the pills, said com putcrc pntrpllcr including means for 
stopping each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
correspond i n a prcscrj nti on have been counted out, sai d computer controller includ i ng me ans for 
controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense th e counted pills 
corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and label means for producing 
prescription container labels, said computer controller including means for causing said label 
means to produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label means for producing said prescription labels one at a time and 

— — J tir* % % -i — i- tw. -rrTi . v*- «* Jt*tu . uiikv*#fu L^.iwwt ^ 

not for producing a prescription label for the next prescripti on until after pills specified in a 
prece ding presc ription ha ve bee n r eceived from a pill dispens er i nto a prescription container, 

29. (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one- pharmaceuticals at least one 
computer controller including means, resnonsively conne cted to and controlling s aid plurality of 
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pill dispensers, for storing a plura lit y.: of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical inpifl 
figBLanlLnumbcr of pills, and for selecting gairt,BtoaH^^ 

speci fied in at least one of s aid plurality prescriptions and for controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers to si multaneou sly count out the pills, said compute r controller including means for 
stopping ea ch p ill dispenser from counting ou t the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
corresponding prescription have b e en counted out, said computer controller including means for 
contro Nij ijLcnch of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
corresponding to the plurality of prescriptions, a nd a label means for producing prescrip tion 
container labels, said co mputer controller including means for causing said label means to 
produce prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label means for producing said p rescription labels one at a time and not for 
producing a prescriptio n label forjhc next prescription until atler pills spe cified in a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container, 

_3_0._(.Ncw) A n operator assisted prescription dispensing system co mpr i sing a plu rality of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
computer controller including means, rcsponsivc ly connected to and controlling said plurality of 
nillMsi^ns.^ a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill 

form and a number of pills, and for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills 
specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and for controlling said plurality of pill 
dispensers to simul taneously count out the pills, said computer controller includ ing means for 
stopping each pilldi^^ out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 

corresponding prescrip tio n have been counted out, said computer controller contrplling each of 
said plurality of p ill disp ensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills, each o f the plurality of 
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pill dispe nsers dispensing a di ff erent one of said plurality of prescriptions, and a label mcm sjor 
producing prescription container labels, said computer controller controlling said label mea nsjo 
produce prescription lab el s containing info r mation corresponding to said stored p rescriptions, 
wherein sai d l abel means for pro ducing said pre scription labels one at a jimp and no t p roducing a 
pre scription label lor the next prescription until alt e r pills specifi edu prescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription contain er. 

31 . fNcw) An operator a ssist ed prescription dispensing system comprising a .p l urality of 
pill dispensers, each opera b le to count out pills of at le a st one pha rmaceutical, at least one 
computer cont ro ller, including means, resnonsivelv con n ected to and c ontrolling sai d p lu ral ity of 
pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescription s each specifying a ph a m^aceutica Jlnjaill 
form and a number of pills, a nd for selectin g said plurality of pill d ispcnst^i spensinft,t h£jalls 
specifi ed in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions and controlling said plurality of pill 
dispense rs to simultaneously count out the piUs._sa id compjiiffiE^^ each P'U 

dis penser fro m counting o ut the pills when the numb er of pills s pecified in the corresponding 
prescription have been counted, out, said computer controller contro jJjmjjMch of said plurality 
pill dispenser s to sequentially dispense the counted p ills responsive to a p redetermine d command 
or action by the operator, and label mea n s for producing prescrip tion containerJabelSw-Saiii 
c omputer controller causing sa id label means to produce prescription labels c ontaining 
infor mation corresponding to sa i d stored presc riptions, wh erein said label me a ns for produ cing 
said prescription labels o ne at a time and w il l not produce a presc rimjonlabel for the, next 
prescription un ti l after pills specified in a pr e ceding prescription ha ve been rccciyMJnmuU^ 
dispenser into a prescription container. 
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3£_(N cw) An ope r ator assisted pres c ription dispens i ng system comprising a plu ralityof 
pjUjii^ensers, each ope r able to count out pills of at least .one pharmaceutica l, at least one 
SSfflpu ter contro lle r including means, responsive! v connected lo and contro llin g said plurality of 
Bill dispensers J br storing a plurality of prescr ip tions each specifying a pharmaceutical in p ill 
form and a number of pills, and for sel e cting said plurality of pill dispensers dispe n sing the pills 
specified in at Ig99tjanej)fsaid,j> liira1ity of prescriptions, and for controlling said plurality of pill 
dis pensers to simultaneously count out the pills, said computer c ont roller including means for 
sUmokm each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills s p ecified in the 
corres ponding p r escription have been counted o ut , said computer controller inc luding means to r 
controlling a t least two of said plurality of pill dispensers to s equentially dispense the co unted 
pjll^comprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, and label means for producing 
proscription containe r labels, sa i d computer controller including means for ca u sing said label 
sys tem to produce prescription l ab els containing information correspondin g to s aid stored 
prescripti ons , wherein s ai d label means for producing said prescription labels one at a time and 
wilhiot produce a prescription label for the next p r escription until after pills specified in a 
precedi nonprescription have bee n received from a pill dispenser jnto a prescription containe r, 

33. (New) An o perator assisted prescription dis pensi ng system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each o perable to c ount out pills of at l east one pharmaceutic al, at l east one 
computer controller including means, resp pnsively connected to and controlling said plu rality of 
PiLldisp ensers, fo r s toring a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceu tical in pill 
tor m and a numbe r of pills, an d for selecting said p lur ality of pill dispensers d ispensing the pills 
snecijied in at Icas tonc of said plur a lity of prescriptions, and for controlling s aid pl urality of pill 
dispensers to simultan eously count out t he pills, said c omputer controller including means for 
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stopping each pill dispenser from countinu out the pills when the number of p ill s s pecified in the 
correspond inu prescription have been counted out, said computer controller including means for 
c ontrol ling en ch of said plurality, of. pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the counted pills 
co mprising one ofsaid plurality of proscriptions ai a time* an d a label syste m to produce 
prescription container labels, said computer controller configured to contr ol s aid labc^svs lem to 
pr oduce prescription l abels containing information corr espondi ng to said stored prescriptions, 
wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not produce a 
prescription label for the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding p rescription 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container. 

34, (New) An operator assisted prescription dispensing sy stem co mprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each operab le to count out pills of at lea st one pharmaceutical, at least one of a 
data processor and a comput e r responsively connected t o said plurality of pill dispensers and 
including at least one compuler controller including contro l m eans, responsively connected to 
and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers, for storing a plural ity of pre scriptions each 
speci fying a pharmaceu tical in pill form and a number o f pills, and for selecting said plur al ity of 
pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at least one ofsaid p lural ity of prescriptions, and 
for controlling said plurali ty of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out the pil ls, said c ontrol 
means for stop ping each pill dispenser from counting out the pilis when the nu m ber of pills 
specified in the corresponding prescription have been c ounte d out, said control means for 
controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially d ispense th e counted pills 
corresponding to at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and a label system to p roduce 
prescription container labels, said control means for controlling said label system to pr oduce 
prescription labels containing information corresponding to said stored pr escri ptions, wherein 
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said label system produces said proscription labels one at a time and will not pro ducca 
prescriptio n label fo r the next prescription until after pills specified in a preceding nrc scrmtion 
have been received from a D ill dispenser into a p rescription container 

35. (Mew) An operator assi sted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pilUhspen sers. each operable to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical at least o ne of a 
data proce sso r and a computer rcsponsively co nne cted to said p l urality of pill dispensers and 
in cluding at least one computer control means, rcsponsivcly con ne cted to and c ontrol ling s aid 
plur ality of pill dispensers , for storinn a plurality of prcscri iUimsLcaci t specifying a 
p harmaceutical in pill form and a nn mhnr nrpilk, for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers 
dispensing the pills speci fie d in at least one of said plura li ty of prescriptions, an d for controlling 
said plurality o f pill dispensers t o simultane o usly count out the pills, said computer control 
me ans for stop pi ng each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of gills 
gpc_cij;l cd in the corresp o nding pre scr iption have been counted out, s aid computer control means 
for contro11.itm. ca ch of said p lur ality of pill dispensers to sequentially d ispense t he countcdpi ljs 
corrcsp ondinK to the plurality of prescriptions, and a label syst em to produce prescription 
container l abels, said computer control means for co n trolling said label syst em to produce 
prescription labels containing informatio n corresponding to said s to red prescriptions, where in, 
s aid label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will not producca 
prescription label for the next, prescription until after pills specified in a preceding prescripti on 
have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescriptio n container. 

36, (New) Art operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill disp ensers, each operable to c o unt out pills of at least one nhanrmccu tiggl at leas toneofa 
data processor and a compute r rcsponsivcly connected to said plurality of pill dispensers and 
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including at least one computer controller means, rcsponsivelv connected to and controlling said 
pl urality of pill dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each_s pc cifying a 
pharmaceutical in nil l form a nd a number of pills, for selecting said plurality o f pill dispensers 
dispensi ng the pills specified in at least one .o f said plurality of pres crip tions, and for controlling 
said plurality of pill, di spense rs to simultaneously count out t h e pills, said c omp uter controller 
means for stopping each pi ll dispenser fro m counting out the pi ll s when the number of pi lls 
specified in the corresponding pres criptio n have been counted out, said computer co ntroller 
means for controlling eac h of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispense the 
counte d pill s, each of the plurality of pi ll dispensers dispensing a different one of said plurality 
of prescriptions , and a label system to produce prescription conta i ner labels, said comp uter 
controller means for con t rolling said label system to pr oduce prescription labels conta ining 
information corresponding to said stored prescriptions, wherein said label system produces said 
prescription labels one at a time and w il l not produce a prescription label for.Ah _c_p.cxi 
prescri ption until after p ills spe cified in a preceding prescription hav e been received lro n,i_a_p__l 
dispenser into a. p rescription container, 

37. (New) A i l operator assisted proscrip tion dispensing system comprising a p l urality of 
pill dispe nsers, each operable to count out pills of at lea s t one pharmaccxitical, at least o ne iifa 
data processor and a computer responsivclv conn e cted to said plurality of pill dis p ensers and 
i ncluding at least one compu t er controller means, rcsponsivelv conn e cted to and cont rolling said 
plurali ty of pill dispenser s , for storing a plurality of pre s criptions each specifying a 
pha rmaceutical in pill form and a number of pills, fo r s electing said plurality of pill dispensers 
disp ensing the pills speci fied in at le a st, one of said plurality of prescript io ns, and for controlling 
said pluralit y of nill dispensers to sim ultaneously count out the pills, said c omputer controller 
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means for stopping each pill disp enser fr om counting out the pills when the number of pills 
specified in the corresponding prescrip t ion have been counted out, said computer controller 
means for controllin g, each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially d isp ense the 
co unted pills responsive to a predetermined command or action by the o perator, and a label 
system to produce prescription container labels, said computer controller means for controlling 
said label system to produce pr es cription labels containing i nformation corresponding to said 
stored prescriptions * where in said label system produces said prescription lab el s one at a time 
and will not p ro duce a prescription label f or t he next prescription u ntil after pills speci fied in a 
prece ding prescription have b ee n received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container 

38. .(N ew) An operator assisted prescript io n dispensing syst em comprising a plura lity of 
pill dispensers, each operable to count out pills o f a t least one pharmaceutical, at leas t oneofa 
data processor and a computer responsive! v connected to said plurality of pill dispen sers and 
including at least one computer controller m ean s* responsivcly connected to and controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers, for st o ring a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a 
pharmaceut ical in pill form and a number of pills, for se lec ting said plura l ity of pill dispens ers 
dispensing the p i lls specified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, a nd for controllin g 
said plurality of pill dispen se rs to simultane ous ly count out the pills, said computer controller 
means for stopping each pill dispe nse r from counting out the pills when t he number of pills 
specified in the cor respon ding prescription have been counted out , said computer controller 
means for contro lling at least two of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially dispe nse the 
counted pills compr i sing one of said plurali ty of pre scriptions at a ti m e, and a labe l system to 
produce prescription c ontai ner labels, said computer controller means f or controlling said label 
sy stem to produce prescrip tion la bels containing informatio n c orrespond ing to said stored 
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prescriptions, wherein sa id lahr) . ,syMcmj> roduces said p rcscripiior, l>.lv»u Qne at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label for flic next prescrip t ion until aflcr pi lls specified in a preceding 
prescription have been received fc oniJLBill dispenser i nto a prescription contn innr 

3<LjNew). An operator assisted prescrip tion dispensing system comp rising n phtrnKty ,»r 
BiiUiSPgaaSBL^Sb operable to count out nHIg ofa. Isasi „m, pharmaceutical, at least n n P 0 fa 
data processor and a com p ut er rcspons jvc l v connected to said plurality of p ill disp^r* ;m A 
includjpB at least one com p uter con troller me ans, responsivelv connected to and controlling said 
GllUaUi^Lofi>i 1 1 dispensers, for storint; a plurality of prescriptions each specifying ;i 
pj iarmacemical in p jlj. Jbrni_3nd a number ofpills. for selecting said plurality of pill disp ense 
djsp^sjnsjh^ at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for controlling 

said plurality of pill dispensers to simultane ously count out the pills, said computer controller 
mgi"lUar^tr^.ij^^ dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills 
IffiSSUIgijlLJhs, ,coiTespon4inAjwgscription have been counted out, and for c on trolling each of 
^<Lplurality ^Tjnjij_dis Bsnaers to s equentiall y dispense the counted pills comprising one rt f <sairf 
gjunu^pfjirtt^ svstcm t o orot j uce pr escription container lahels 

sajd.com puter controller means lor controlling said label system to p roduc e prescription la bels 
containing informa(j oj}j>oTig^^ store d prescriptions, wherein said label system 

nrodjiccssaid prescription labclsoneat a time and will not produce a prescript i on label for the 
nextjjrjacripijojijM^^ pills specified i n a prccudinu pre s cription have been received from a 
m'H dispenser into a prescription container. 



40 _(New) Aapperato r assiste <i p re scription dispensing sy s tem comprising a plurality o f 
fijJHjjjsBgnsers, ea ch operable to count out pills of at least one ph armaceutical, at least 



one 



cgjHroMj^icji^^ and for cont rol ling said plurality ofoill dis pensers. 
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for sto rm r a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a p harmace utical in pill form and a 
Dumber of pill aJbrse teQting said plurality of nill dispensers dispensing the pills sp ecin^Mrwit 
lea st one of said plura li ty of prescriptions, and for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 



simu^ oui the pills, said co n troller means for slopping each pill dispens crfto 



m 



fiamUa&iaiL the pills when the number of pills specified in the corresponding prescription h ave 
hegnj^^ control ler means for controllin g said plurality of pill disnenscrsjo 

sequentially dispense the counted pills correspond i njx to at least o ne of said plurality of 



prescriptions 3 ,and a label system to p roduce prescription container labels, said con t roller means 
forccMrQllmq said la bel system to produce pres c ription labe ls containing information 
<*^ssondj^ stored p rescription s, wherein sa id la bel system produces said presc ription 
lab els one a t a time and will not produce a prescription label fo r th e next prescription until after 
jpijlji^ci]^ have been received from a pill dispenser into a 

pr escription con tainer. 

l b. (New) A n operator assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
niJM^^ to count out pills of at lea s t one pharmaceutica l a* least one 

ooptmller. means includi ng a cont r ol system, resp onst vely connect ed to, and for con trolling said 
nltjj^l^^ for st oring a plurality of prescriptio ns e ach specifying a 

Cbao naceudcal i n pi ll form and a number o f pills, for select in g said plurality o f pill dispensers 
dispensing the mlhLspe^ifi cd in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, and for contr olling 
sajdjilurality of pill di spensers to simultaneously count out the pills,, said controller mea n s for 
stoppin g each pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pills specified in the 
cx>n^si^ nc|in^ presc ri ption have been counted out, and for controlling each ofsa id plurality of 
pill dispensers to sequen tially dis p ense the count e d pills corres po nding to the plurality of 
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preoptions, and a label system to produce presc ription container labels, said controller means 
for controllin g said label sy s tem to produce prescription la bels containing information 
coiTespundi - u ^U^^ wherein said label system p r oduces said prescription 

jaljclsonc at a time ^ndv^ a prescription label fo r the next prescription until after 

pills spec! ped in a preceding prescription have been re c eived from a pill dispenser into a 



prescription container; 

42. (New) An operator a ssisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
BilLdispen^rs, each operable to count o ut pills of at least one pharmaceut ical , at least one 
c^roll er, including a control system responsively connected to said plurality ofpill disp enser^ 
for storing apl urality of prescriptions eac h specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form anda 
nu mber of pills, for se lec ting said plu rali ty of pill disp ens ers dispensing the pills specified in at 
jgasLQ.n o of said plurali t y of prescr i ptions, and for controlling said plurali ty of pill dispensers to 
simultaneo u sly count out th e pills, said controller means for stop ping each pill dispens er from 
counting out the pill s when the num b er of pills specified in Ibc corresponding p re scription have 
been counted ou t, and for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
disp ense the c ounted pjl Is, e ach of the plurality of pill dispenser s dis pensing a different one of 
Mdnluiili tY.of prescriptio ns, and a label system to produce p rescrip tion container lahcls^ jaid 
controller means for c ontrolling s a id label system to produce prescription label s containing 
MonilMion .corresponding to said stored p re scriptions, wherein s aid l abel system produces said 
prescripti on labels one a t a time and will not produce a pr escription label for the next 
EEggcnption unlit after pills specified in a preceding p rescription h ave been received from a pill 
dispenser into a prescription container. 
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43. (New) An operat o r assisted prescription dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers^, each operable to count out pills of jrtJsMt.onc pharmacciiticaK at least one 
co ntroller means, rcsponsivelv conne cted t o and controlling said plurality of pill dispensers, for 
storing a plura lity pr escriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a n umber of 
lliil^fer scjectinR said plurality of pill dispepse^ ,^s^^^ 

said_pluralitY of prescriptions, and fo r controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count o ut th e pills, said controller means for stopping each pill dispenser from 
counting out the pills when the number of pi lls specified i n the c orresponding prescripti on have 
been counted out, and l or con trolling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentially 
dispense the counted pills responsive to a predetermined command or action by the operator, and 
ajabelsystcm to pr oduce prescription container labels, said controller means for controlling said 
label system to produce pre scription labels c ontaining information con*csoondinftto said stored 
prescripti ons, wherein s aid label system produces said prescription labels one at a time and will 
not, produce a prescription label for the next prescription until after pill's specified in a preceding 
prescription have hecn receiv ed fr om_a_ftili di spenser into a prescription container, 

44. (N ew) An operator assisted prescription dispensing "system comprising a plurality of 
pill dispensers, each oper able to count out pills of at least one pharmaceutical, at least one 
controlle r m eans , respon sively connected to and for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers, 
Jfo Plflriflfii a plurality of prescriptions each specifying a pharmaceutical in pill form and a 
number of pills, for selecting said plurality of pill dispensers dispensing the pills specified in at 
least o ne of said plurality of prescriptions, and for co ntrolling sai d plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count out t he pills , said controller means for stopping each pill di spenser from 
counting out the nills when the number o f pills speci fied, in, the corres ponding prescription have 
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been counted out, and for control ling al least two of said plurality of pill dispensers to 
sequentially dispense the counted pills comprising one of said plurality of prescriptions at a time, 
and a label system to produce prescription container lab e ls, said controller means for controlling 
said lab el system to produce prescriptio n la bels containing information correspondin g to said 
stored prescr iptio ns, wherein said label system produces said prescription labels one a t a lime 
and will not p roduce a prescription label for the next prescriptio n until after pills specified in a 
preceding prescription, have been received from a pill dispenser into a prescription container, 

45. (New) Aji operator assisted prescription di s pensing system comprising a plurality of 
p?ll dispensers, each operable to count out pills of at lea s t one pharmaceutica l, at. least one 
controll er means, including a con trol system rcsponsi vol y co nn ected to a nd c ontrollinu said 
plurality of pil l dispensers, for storing a plurality of prescrip ti ons each speci fying a 
pharmaceutical in pill form an d a number of pills, for s el ecting said plurality of pill dispens ers 
dispensing the p ills s pecified in at least one of said plurality of prescriptions, for controlling said 
plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count o ut, the pills, for stopping each pill d ispenser 
from counting out the pills w h en the number uf pills specified in the corresponding prescription 
have be en counted ouU and for controlling each of said plurality of pill dispensers to sequentia lly 
dispense the counte d pil ls comprising one of said plurality of prescript ions at a t ime, and a label 
system to p ro duce prescription container labels, said contro lle r means for controlling said label 
system to pro duce prescription labels cont a ining information corresponding to s aid stored 
proscriptions, whe r ein said label system p r oduces said prescript i on labels on e a t a time and will 
not produc e a pre scription label for the n ext pre scription until after pills specified i n a preceding 
prescription have been received from a pill dispenser in to a prescription container. 
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46^ (New) Th e dispens i ng sysUmi^t anY of claims 28 - 45. wherein e ac h of said pill 
dispenser s signals the o p erator to assist in dispensing* the p i Ik when r^uty 

47, (New) The dispensing syst em of anv of claims 28-45, farther compris in g a plurality 
ofoutp ut hoppers _oii c for each of said pill dispensers to receive the pills counte d out by said p jll 
disp ensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers,, said controjlgr 
controlling t he selective release of the p ills from said output hoppers th routft the correspftnrtmw 
ouaM,aKBlts , said ou t put_^nouts bcirm arrang e d in at least one row and defining an aisle 
e xtending adjacent to and parallel to said row to permit the operator to have case of acce ss to 
pills dispensed through said snou ts, 

48. ( New) The disS pc nsinu system of anv of clai ms 2 8-45, wherein sa i d .plurality of pi ll 
fe^is^s., scqucnvially dispense the pills into a bottle corresponding to one of said plurality of 
prescri ptions. 

49, (New) The dispensing, syst em of anv of claims 28-45. wherein said plurality of pill 
dis£>cn.s ers sequent ia lly dispense th e pills into a bottle corresponding to at least one of said 
pl urality of prescr ip tions. 

50. (New) The dis pensing system of any of claims 28-45, wherein said plurality of pill 
dispensers sequentially dispens e the pills into at least one bott le corresponding to at least one of 
said plural i ty of prescription s, 

51- (New) The dispensing sy stem of a n y of claims 28-45. whe rein s aid controlle r 

indicat:es_Jo the oper ator when a hopper quanti t y of at least one of said dispensers requires 
IBfilljn g responsiv e to predet ermined criteria and increase s the hopper quantity fo r t he at least 
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o ne dispenser when the pills arc .adde d . to a supply hopper of the at least one dispe nser bv a 
number of pills. 

52. (New) An operator assisted pr esc ription dispensing system comprising a plu rality of 
pill dispensers, each operab le to count out pills of at least one pharmac e utical, at least one 
co mputer controller m ean s , res ponsivelv connected to a n d controlli ng s aid plurality of pill 
disp ensers, for storing a plurality of prescriptions each speci fy ing a pharmace ut ical in pill form 
and a number of pills, for selecting said p lurality o f pill dispensers dispensing the pi Us specified 
in at least o ne of said plurality of prescr ipti ons, for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers to 
simultaneously count out th e pills, and for stop pi ng each pill dispenser from counting out the 
pi lls when the number o f pill s specified in the corr es ponding prescription have been counted ou t, 
^urali ty of output hoppers o ne for each of said pill dispensers t o receive the pi lls counted out 
by said pill di spensers, output snouts, one connected to each of said output hoppers, said 
controller m eans for controlling the selective sequential release of the counted pills from said 
output hoppers through the correspond ing output snouts, said output s nout s being airanj>cdjn_at 
least one row and d efini ng an aisle extending adjacent to a n d parallel to said row to pcr m.itJhe 
operato r to have ea se o f access to pills dispe ns ed through said snouis, and a label syste mjo 
produce presc ri ption container labels , s aid compu ter controller means for contr o lling said label 
system to produce prescription labels containing information correspond i tig to said stored 
prescriptions, wherein said label sys t em produces said prescription l abels one at a time and will 
not produce a prescription label fo r (he next prescriptio n until afte r p ills specified in a preceding 
prescription ha v e been received from a pill dispenser in to a prescription container. 

53. (New) An operator assisted prescr ipt ion dispensing system comprising a plurality of 
pil l dispensers, each operable to count out pi lls o f at least one pha rmaceutical, at least one 
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computer controller mean s for controlling said plurality of pill dispensers and s torin g a pluralit y 
gf a scriptions ca eh^pgdMnR a pharmaceutical in pill form and a n umber of pills, for select ing 
Sj^Jlluinil ty orpill dispensers dispensing the pills specifie d in at least one of said plurality of 
nmscri ptions, for controlling said plurality ofpill dispensers to simulta neo usly count out the 
mUsJTpj^ pill dispenser from counting out the pills when the number of pil ls 

specified in the correspond ing prescription ha v e been counted out, and for controlling said 
plurali ty ofpill dispen s ers to sequentially dispense the coun ted pills corresponding to at least one 
ofsa id plurality o f prescriptions t o the operator, an d a label svstem to p rod uce prescription 
ccmiajner labels, said compu ter controller means for controlling said label system to p roduce 
nregcription labels co ntaining information correspon d ] no, to said stored prescrip tio ns, vyherein 
said label syste m produces said prescription label s on e at a time and will not pr oducc_a 
prescription label for the n ext prescript ion un til after pills specified in a preceding prescription 
have been received fr om a pill dispenser into a prescription conta iner. 

5 4, (New) A meth od of dispensing pills in i\ prescription d ispens ing system having a 
Ejuraht y of nil I dispens er s, comprising th e steps of: 

controlling the plurality of pill dispensers to simultaneously count out pills responsive to 
ft corresponding plurality of prescriptions: 

co ntrollinu the plurality ofpill dispensers to sequentia l ly dispense the pills responsive to 
atj enst one of a predetermined com m and and an action b y an operator; 

recejyjnj> t he pills counted out by each dispenser into a corresponding upp er hopper; 

releasing th e pills from said upper hopper into a corresponding lower hopp er; 

Do^tlonirm vials to receive pills from the lower hoppers .wh ich have received pilJs; a nd 

reusin g pills from th e lo wer output hoppers into said vials. 
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55. (New) An article dispensing system co mprising a plurality ofadiaccntly arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting system and a sup ply hopper for a 
plurality o f articles to he dispensed, and at least one compu t er controller means For responsivcl y 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, for selecting and co ntr olling said plurality of 
dispensing, subsystems for simultaneously counting out the articl es, and for controlling said 
plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense t he articles. 

56. (New) An article dispensing system compris ing a p lurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each includi ng a counting system and a supply hop per for a 
plurality of articles <o be dispensed, at least one computer contro ll er means for responsivc ly 
controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems, and for s tori ng a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions e ach specifying a number of articles, said comp uter c ontroller means having a 
control system means for selecting and contro lling said plurality of dispensi ng subsystems for 
simultaneously countin g out the art icles, and for control ling L _eaeh of said plurality o f dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the art icl es corresponding to the p lur ality of dispensing 
descriptions. 

57. (New) An arti cle dispensing system compri sing a plurality of adjacently arrange d 
article dispensing subsystems each including a c ounting system and a supnly hopper for a 
plurality of article s to be dispensed, and at least one comput er c ontroller means for responsivcly 
co n troll in g_sajd pi u ra 1 i t y of dispensing subsystems, for storing a plurali t y of dispensing 
descriptions each speci fying a numbe r of articles, for selecting and c o ntrolling said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems for simu ltaneously counting o ut the articles, and for controlling each of 
said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially d i spense the articles corresponding t o at 
least one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions, 
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58. (New) An operator assisted artic le H^pr-n^in^ system comprising a plurality of 
adjacently arranged article dispensing subsystems each incl uding a counting system and a supply 
hopper for a plu ndiiy of art id es to he dispensed, and at least o ne computer controller means for 
responsivelv controlling said plur ^'v "('dispensing subsystems, said computer controller means 
for having a control system for selecting, and controlling sa id plurality of dispensing subsystems 
for simultaneously counting out the articles, and for contr olling each of said plurality of 
dispensing subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles rcsp onsjyjr^ajared^^ 
command or ac t ion hv the operator. 

59. (Newt An article dispensing system compr ising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each including a counting s ysteni^a_surjTjly hopper for a plur ality 
o f artidas to be dispensed, and al ™" ™™p"tpr mr^ roller means for rcsponsiyejy 
cmHrollin p said plurality ofdispcnsinft su bsystems End storing a plurality of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said co mpute r controlle r means for selectin g 
and controlling s aid plurality of dispensing subsyste ms for . simultaneously counting out the 
»rtic-.l« iinrt for co ntrol line at least two of said plura li ty of dispensing subsystem s to sequentially 
dtep-nw. ihn artii-.lns co mprising one of said p lurality of dispensing descriptions at. a time. 

60. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a plurality of adjac ently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems each includin g a counting system, a su pply hopper for a plurality 
of articles to be dispen sed, and al le ast one co mputer cont rol lermca^ 

controlling said plurality of dispensi ng subsystems and storing a plu rality o f dispensin g 
.l^riphnn* encto s pecifying a number of articles, said compuigj^c^t rollcr means for selecting 
and controlling sv <* polity »r dis pensing subsystems for simultaneously coun ting out.lhe 
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articles, and fo r controlling each -of said plurality of d is pensing $u bs^stjgmsjo sequentially 
dispense the artic les com prising one of sa i d plurality ord isnensin tt dcscriiHiQ ns_al^tmie, 

6j^("N ew) An article dispensing system comprising a plu rality of adjacently arranged 
article dis pensing subsystems each including a c o unting systc marid^sjsupplv hopper for a 
plurality of articles to be d ispensed, at least one oPa data p rocessor and a computer respectively 
connected to said plurality of dispensing subsystem s.*!^ one computer 

controller means f or responsive! v controlling said plura ljt^p^ 

computer controller means for selecting and controllin g snid plurality of dispensing subsystems 
for simultaneously counting out the articl e s, and for cont rolling said plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense the articles. 

62. (New) An article dispensing system comprising a pluralit y of adjacently arranged 
article disp ensing; s ubsystems each including, a counting system , a supply hopper J oxaj>luraJity 
of articles to be dispens ed , at least one of a data processor and a computer r cspcctively connccted 
to sai d plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at leas t one computer controller means 
for rBBpn nsivelv controlling said plurality of dispensing subsyst ems and fojistgrmg a plurality _of 
dispensi ng descriptions each specifying a number of ar ticles, sai d compu ter controller means for 
ha vinu a control system for selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing sub s^sjemsjbr 
simultaneously counti ng ihe articles, and for controlling c* <--h of -mid plurality of dispensing 
subsystems to sequentially dispense t n« articles corresponding to the said plurjmy^fjfeBSSafifi 
descriptions . 

63. (New) An operator assisted article dispe nsing system comprising a plurality of 
Mdj:ic^ntlv arranged article dis pensing .tub-systems ea ch incl uding a counting system and a supply. 
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hopper for a plurality of articles to be dispensed, at least one of a data processor and a c omputer 
respectively connected lo said plurality of dispensing subsystems and includi ng at least one 
comput er controller m ean s for responsivcly c ontrolling s aid plurality of disnensinjLSubsyslems 
and for s tori ng a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said 
computer controller means for hav inp, « f-nniml system for selecting and controlling said plurality 
o f dispensinu subsystems, for simultaneously counline out the articles, and for controlling said 
plurality of dispensing subs yst ems to sequentially dispense t he articles corresponding, to at least 
one of said plurality of dispensing descriptions, each of the pl urality of dispensing subsys tems 
dispe n sing a differe nt o ne of the articles to the operator, 

II Jin i~ir~rr-r i W* ■rtrfr"^^ — • — 

64. (N ew) An operator assisted article di spensinu system comp rising, a plurality_of 
adjace ntly arranged arti cle dis pensing subsystems each including a countin j^ system and jLSHgglY 
hopper for a plurality ofarticle s to he dispe nsed, at least OTO _j>fadata processor ancLaj^Byjj^ 
r espectively connected to said pl u rality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one 
computer controller m eans for responsivcly contro ll ing said plurality of d is pensinfcm bmtgi^ 
and for s tor ing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each specifying a number of articles,, s aid 
c omputer controller means for having a control system for selecting and controlling said plurality 
prepens ing subsystems for simultaneously countine out the articles and for co jitrtj^ 
said plurality of dispensing s ubsystems to s e quentially dispense the articles responsive to, a , 
predetermined command or action by the ope rator, 

6S^NewLA p operator assis todarticiedij pcnsinK system comp risiJi & aj>!tial^ 
adjacently arranged article dispensing su bsy stems each i n cluding a c ountinu system and a s uggk 
hooper for a plurality of articles to he dispensed, at least one of a data processor a nd a computer 
respectively .connected to said plurality of dispensing subsystems and including at least one 
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computer c ontrollerj Mans for rcspo nsivelv controllinu snirf plurality of dispensing suhsvst™i ft| 
andjor sloriiiK a plu rdUvo ^ncnsinii descriptions each sp e cifying a number of articles, said 
camRaler control ler means for, having a control system for .selecting and c o ntrolling said plurajky 
flLdjgESBSiDR subsyste ms lor simul t aneously counting out the art i cles, and for controlling at least 
j^cq^aidi^ of dispensing subsyst e ms to sequentially dispense the a rticles corresponding 
to one of sa i d plurality of dispensing descriptions at a time. 

66. (New) An article dispens ing system comprising a plurality of adjacently a rranged 
artjeje dispensin^ subsystems each including a counting syste m, a supply hopper for a plurality 
gp^Jcs U> be dispens ed, and at l east one of a data processor and a computer respectively 
connect ed to said plurality o f di spensing subsy stems and includi ng at least one computer 
controller m eans for rcsponsivelv controlling said plurality o f .dispensing subsystc ms^jjndjw 
stoning of d i spensing descriptions each spe cify ing a number of articles, said computer 

fiSttl lK.ll.cr means fo r having a control system for selecting and controlling said plurality of 
djsEensi nR subsystems t or simultaneously counting out t he articles and for controlling each of 
Ml plurality o ( di spensing sub s ystems to sequentially dispense the art icl es comprising one of 
said plurality of dispensing de s criptions at a time. 

6_7> (New) An article dispensing s yste m comprisin g a plurality of adjacently ar ranged 
arti cle dispensing su bsystems each including a counting system, a supply hopper for a pluralit y 
of articles to be dispense d, and at least on e controller mea n s for rcsponsivelv controlling said 
Plurality of dispensing sub systems and for storing a Pl uralit y of dispensing d esc riptions each 
specifying a number of a rticles, said com put er controlle r means for having a con tr ol system for 
s eicclmi* and_for controlling said plurality of dispensin g subsystems for simultan eou sly counting 
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o ut the articles, and for co n trolling said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequential ly 
dispense th e, articles corresponding to a t least one of said plurality of d ispe nsing descriptions. 

68. (New) An article dispensing system compris in g, a plurality of adjacently arranged 
ajlic lc dispensing sub syst ems each including a counting s ystem, a supply hopper for a plura lity 
ofartideA to be dispensed, and at least one controller means for rcsponsivc ly contr olling said 
plurality of dispensing s ubsyste ms and for storing a plurality of dispensing descriptions each 
specifying a num ber of articles, said comp ut er controller means for having a control sys tem for 
■ selecting and f or controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for simultaneousl y counting 
put the articles and for cont r olling each of said plurality of dispensing subsystems to sequentially 
dispense the articl es corresponding to the plurality ofdispensing descriptions, 

69. (New) An arti cle dispensinu system comprisi ng a plurality of adjacent ly arranged 
article dispensing sub sy stems each including a counting system and a supply hopper for a 
plurality of articl es to_bc dispensed, and at least o ne controller means fo^ 

con trolling said plurality of dispcnsiim subsystems and storing' a plurality ofdispensing 
descriptions each, specifying a number of artic les, said computer controller means for having a 
control s yst em for selecting and con t rolling said plurality ofdispensing subsystems for 
sim ultaneously counting out: the art icles and for controlling each of said plurality of dispe nsing 
subs ystems to sequentially dis pens e the articles, each of the plurality of disp ensing sufrsvstgmg 
dispensing a different one of said plurality of dis p ensing description s. 

7 0. (New) An op er ator assisted article dispensing sys tem comprising a ^ gjujgj jlVJ-lf 
adjacently arranged article disp ensin g subsystems each including a counting sys tem and a supply 
hopper for a plurality of articl es to be dispensed, and at lea st one controller means for 
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responsivelv controlling sa id plurality of dispensing subsys te ms and for storing a plurality of 
dispen sing descriptions each specifying a n u mber of articles, said controltcr. means for having a 
con trol s ystem for selecting and for controlling said plurality of dispensing subs ystenisjor 
simultaneously counting out the articles, and for controlling each of sai d plurality of dispensing 
s ubsystems to sequentially dispense the articles responsiv e t o a predetermi ned c ommand or 
action by the op erator 

71 . (New) An article dispensing s ystem co mprising a plurality of adjacently arranged 
article dispensi ng subsyst ems each including a countin g s ystem and a supply ho p per for a 
plurality of articles to he dispensed, .and at least one controller means for responsivelv 
controlling sai d plurality of dispensing subsystems and for storing a p lural ity of dispensing 
descriptions each specifying a number of articles, said c omputer controller means for having a 
control system for selecting and controlling said plurality of dispensing subsystems for 
simultaneou sly counting out the art icles an d for controlling at least two of said plur alityof 
dispensing subsystem s to seq uentially dispense the articles comprising o ne of said plurality of 
dispens ing descriptions at a time , 

* 

72. (New) An article dispensing system co m prising a plura l ity o f adjacently arranged 
article dispensing subsystems e a ch including a countin g sy stem anil a supply hopper for a 
plurality of articles to he dispensed, and at least one controller m e ans for responsive lv 
controlling said plur ality of dispensing subsy stem s and for storing a p lur ality of dispens ing 
descriptions e ach speci fying a number of articles, said co m puter controlle r means for having 
control system for sele cting a nd for controlling said plura lit y of dispensing subsystems for 
simultaneously counting out the article s and for controlling each of said plurality o f dispensing 
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subsys tems to sequentially dispense The articles comprising one ofsa id plurality of dispensing 
descri pti ons at a time. 
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